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Public-private partnership will
give 160 Madison teens paid
summer internships

This summer, 160 high school and college students from

Connect With Us

WSJ Subscriber Services Archives Obituaries Place an ad More Join the conversation Log In Register Subscribe

News

Sites Writers Opinion Data About Weather Communities Shop CarSoup Jobs Homes Rentals

Featured My Epic journey Murky Waters The real Mary Burke The Changing Face of Madison 'Justified Anger,' by Rev. Alex Gee

78Recommend

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CTqaxxWZyU9OgAs2-6gG8noCoBqXWrakFAAAQASCd3NsdUKq128UCYMmG7YiEpOwPyAEC4AIAqAMByAOdBKoEuAJP0Cw7dbgO7TfhtauGre3ZQESHgG6fZbpO2HB10VnHNlBcGrWHaHBxllwjb9YW_3t11ozjiPLOEyDCi5xfp1dUyqyb8KlV2O9z_uOWkCKVRyq1m4pMkVi5OHRC-80jK66219H9mg2i_uLoAT-n0CrnHUpxA64JKe-xrpG3QaS63zTOqulcQLj6AnN87LqvmyAJI8E5dI3OEs9RKHMFYvzIo-Na-TnV9ZGfHsDpj2EKBQabhziXoRvhQwwYB9yscppmDtwUH37Sdcuj49QuPWrzMVFf08O9O82unPqki_gVNfOIWa56KclQSEcuknNGVfFqSNU3gVgcS_o4wbbjwgqulPliYwI4IMIwQ0GCC6wICsqjGE08Xq-XYXNv-evtWMEcXpo16k2hIATJIJNPPr7ax2WJybUurX7gBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_2mJ3OiKk3aTF4tpOEtiFxQiN59yQ&client=ca-pub-0816562023035744&adurl=http://www.anchorbank.com/Personal/personal3.aspx%3Fid%3D6442470932
http://host.madison.com/news/local/city-life/justified-anger-rev-alex-gee-says-madison-is-failing-its/article_14f6126c-fc1c-55aa-a6a3-6c3d00a4424c.html
http://host.madison.com/ct/topics/changing-face/
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/writers/jack_craver/the-real-mary-burke-how-longtime-friends-and-business-partners/article_05f5b9d2-04a7-580b-93d0-df32f69ae5a4.html
http://host.madison.com/search/?l=25&skin=/branding/ct&k%20&sHeading=Murky+Waters&%20=%22%23ct%22&sd=desc&s=start_time&f=html&q=murkywaters
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/my-epic-journey-an-insider-s-look-at-what-makes/article_06e96295-13ed-51ef-9821-be0da8fc31dd.html
http://host.madison.com/real-estate/rent/
http://wisconsinhomes.com/
http://host.madison.com/classifieds/jobs/
http://www.carsoup.com/madison/home/Central-Wisconsin
http://findnsave.madison.com/
http://host.madison.com/communities/
http://host.madison.com/weather/
http://host.madison.com/ct/about
http://host.madison.com/ct/data/
http://host.madison.com/ct/opinion/
http://host.madison.com/ct/writers/
http://host.madison.com/sites
http://host.madison.com/ct/
http://host.madison.com/subscribe/
https://host-dot-madison-dot-com.bloxcms.com/users/signup/?referer_url=/ct/news/local/writers/jessie-opoien/public-private-partnership-will-give-madison-teens-paid-summer-internships/article_2be8caf8-5a5e-5569-ac14-eed8be8aac39.html
https://host-dot-madison-dot-com.bloxcms.com/place_an_ad/
http://host.madison.com/news/local/obituaries/
http://host.madison.com/archives
https://webport05.voiceport.net/lee/IFrameGUI/index.html?tenant=wisconsinsj
http://host.madison.com/app/pages/rss/
http://host.madison.com/app/pages/email/
https://www.google.com/+CapTimes
http://twitter.com/CapTimes
https://www.facebook.com/CapTimes
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/
http://host.madison.com/ct/
http://host.madison.com/
http://host.madison.com/news/local/writers/jessie-opoien/public-private-partnership-will-give-madison-teens-paid-summer-internships/article_2be8caf8-5a5e-5569-ac14-eed8be8aac39.html#comments
http://host.madison.com/users/profile/Jessie%20Opoien
javascript:return%20addthis_sendto('email');
http://host.madison.com/news/local/writers/jessie-opoien/public-private-partnership-will-give-madison-teens-paid-summer-internships/article_2be8caf8-5a5e-5569-ac14-eed8be8aac39.html?print=true&cid=print
http://host.madison.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://host.madison.com/content/tncms/live/#
javascript:void(0)
http://twitter.com/#search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fhost.madison.com%2Fct%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fwriters%2Fjessie-opoien%2Farticle_2be8caf8-5a5e-5569-ac14-eed8be8aac39.html
http://s7.addthis.com/static/r07/tweet028.html#
http://host.madison.com/privacy/index.html#advertising
http://host.madison.com/privacy/
http://host.madison.com/search/advanced/?&skin=/branding/ct&k=%22%23ct%22
http://host.madison.com/ct/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CmY3nxWZyU9KNMYXnlwf_5oDYCcf82swGAAAQASAAUNvazZT______wFgyYbtiISk7A-CARdjYS1wdWItMzg4MzI2MjE3MTEzNTYxOcgBAuACAKgDAaoEmQJP0I1tlKq1M1nhcNIuJzPzepYH2wsRU06QRgi-qgyTw-b_PyQJUR5m1WFvYjBSVKARpfjZFUwkSvWQOVQaQYoUY15UEh2ZmriPQ7jxKwO6F-w6LjOTcxO1FSffKNkjIr92xkxhmBvX6swKQdAEOrHGMTGfaCEqvlus6VmGiSBOTFlyiK8yRNT_HlYZCWN-UDj1E7Gx5FYOHFbKYGMde9w7CIjfSRRaISj5jYdNBtapQ-vgGn-IQ3LdnmjBAR7x8MhlSpdhRhtyDYEZIP2BVbict903VIqy6dl0MDHdfzgu10lZeiTVuIsyHf4mpohWFiJN30APeBLsAJCxxaSs9Hu0CAlF6iOiM6BFO2zTF9OYosZZiE77W3_ajeAEAaAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_1aYXZIDFp0rjjE--eIwb_cCNYz8g&client=ca-pub-3883262171135619&adurl=http://www.carsoup.com/%3Futm_source%3Dsrc_33%26utm_medium%3Dmed_2%26cs_mid%3Dmid_43%26cs_promo%3Dpro_1%26cs_prodcat%3Dcat_0%26cs_campdesc%3Dcdr_0%26cs_size%3Dsiz_220x90%26utm_content%3Dcon_kys_branding_tile_220x90_b1%26utm_campaign%3Dcam_16897%26cs_sdate%3Dsdt_41702%26cs_edate%3Dedt_41820
http://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/BannerRedirect.bs?cn=brd&FlightID=9581994&Page=&sessionid=2442520542606821595&PluID=0&EyeblasterID=20045260&Pos=41772265785852&ord=185075852&sct=1&ncu=$$http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BShn-xWZyU9KgAs2-6gG8noCoBrWW_pYFAAAAEAEgndzbHTgAWP2bs52VAWDJhu2IhKTsD7IBEGhvc3QubWFkaXNvbi5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAbgBaHR0cDovL2hvc3QubWFkaXNvbi5jb20vY3QvbmV3cy9sb2NhbC93cml0ZXJzL2plc3NpZS1vcG9pZW4vcHVibGljLXByaXZhdGUtcGFydG5lcnNoaXAtd2lsbC1naXZlLW1hZGlzb24tdGVlbnMtcGFpZC1zdW1tZXItaW50ZXJuc2hpcHMvYXJ0aWNsZV8yYmU4Y2FmOC01YTVlLTU1NjktYWMxNC1lZWQ4YmU4YWFjMzkuaHRtbJgCwD7AAgLgAgDqAjovODQzOC9ob3N0Lm1hZGlzb24uY29tL2N0L25ld3MvbG9jYWwvd3JpdGVycy9qZXNzaWUtb3BvaWVu-AKD0h6QA-ADmAOkA6gDAeAEAaAGFg&num=0&sig=AOD64_1tGw4u3g4gBzKl5USUvvKRlaa_LQ&client=ca-pub-0816562023035744&adurl=$$
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fhost.madison.com%2fct%2fnews%2flocal%2fwriters%2fjessie-opoien%2fpublic-private-partnership-will-give-madison-teens-paid-summer-internships%2farticle_2be8caf8-5a5e-5569-ac14-eed8be8aac39.html&id=ma-140513143912-c22170ef
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Mary Burke speaks at a new s
conference announcing a major jobs
initiative for students on Thursday, May
8, 2014. Mike DeVries -- The Capital
Times
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Madison will go to work in paid internships at local
businesses, nonprofits and government agencies.

The initiative, a partnership between the Boys & Girls Club
of Dane County, the Madison Metropolitan School
District, the City of Madison, the United Way of Dane
County, CUNA Mutual, Dane County, Metcalfe's Market
and Youth Services of Southern Wisconsin, was
announced Thursday. 

Of the 160 teens receiving internships, 80 percent are
students of color and come from low-income communities,
said Michael Johnson, CEO of the Boys & Girls Club.
The internships will pay from $9-15 per hour; collectively, the
students will earn $250,000 over a seven-week period.

The partnership grew from years of discussions, Johnson
said. It started about four years ago when gubernatorial
candidate Mary Burke , a Boys & Girls Club board member
and co-founder of the AVID/TOPS college readiness
program, wanted to provide a strong internship opportunity
for students. 

That program started by providing about 12 internships,
Burke said.

"We know that these internships are not just about earning
money or a summer job, but it’s about developing those
lifelong skills, those workplace skills, those mentoring
relationships that are going to fuel the aspirations and the
dreams for these young people for many years to come,"
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Burke said.

Johnson, Burke and Mayor Paul Soglin said they'd like to
see the opportunities for teens grow in the years to come.
Soglin said it's his goal for every teen in Madison and Dane
County to have a paid summer internship that provides a
pathway to a career.

"One of the challenges in our community is a gap in income
in households throughout Dane County," Soglin said. "What
we’re going to do is close that gap, and one way to do it is
through the creation of jobs that lead to careers. We know it

works. It’s going to be an opportunity for every young person in Madison and Dane County."

The city’s component of the program will be named for Wanda Fullmore , who recently retired
after serving for 39 years as office clerk for the mayor’s office.

“It was in recognition of the years, those four decades with the City of Madison,” Soglin said. “She
came to us as a 17-year-old and retired just a week ago. And during that period of time, we saw
her grow from someone with dedication, commitment, energy, a personality unmatched — but no
experience. But we saw an opportunity there for someone to learn on the job, and we all know
what the result was. She was offered a job from competitors of ours every week of the year.”

The internships are designed to expose students to careers and opportunities they might not have
otherwise experienced. Students will work in marketing, event planning, product development,
youth development, health and medicine and more. When they apply, they'll list their preferences,
and be matched accordingly as much as possible.

Participating agencies include American Girl, Fiskars, UW Hospitals and Clinics, the Overture
Center for Performing Arts, WORT 89.9 Radio and Great Lakes Higher Education Guaranty
Company.

"This kind of initiative puts kids in the doors, inside the hallways of businesses," said Nichelle
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"This kind of initiative puts kids in the doors, inside the hallways of businesses," said Nichelle
Nichols, chief academic officer at the Boys & Girls Club. "To have them working directly with adults
who are committed to showing them the ropes, showing them the potential — that can be really
game-changing for a lot of young people about how they see themselves, how they see their
future, really being able to dream about something they haven’t been exposed to."

Carlos Hernandez, Julian Walters and Tray Brunner all graduated from the AVID/TOPS program
and will intern at CUNA Mutual this summer. The money is good, they said, but the experience is
even better.

"For me it’s just important because it’s a real hands-on experience," said Hernandez, a student at
Madison Area Technical College. "Learning what you’re good at and what you should pursue while
you’re still young and you still have time in school to change your mind."

Hernandez is using his internship to explore an interest in marketing. He's been planning on
transferring to UW-Milwaukee to major in architecture, but he thinks he might want to study
marketing at UW-Madison. He's excited to get some practical experience this summer.

Walters, a student at Mount Zion Academy, said he's looking forward to the experience and ability
to network with people. He liked the idea of being able to try a career path and not lose anything
for trying.

Walters said when he started high school, he knew he wanted to go to college, but AVID/TOPS
made it a realistic goal for him. Hernandez agreed: having a shared goal with a close-knit group of
students meant a lot to him.

"I think AVID shaped the person I am right now," said Brunner, a UW-Milwaukee student. "I
struggled a lot sophomore year, but I had the guidance from my teachers and the AVID/TOPS
program and also the Boys & Girls club, just to keep me focused. That's what motivated me. I got
time management skills, organizational skills and being able to focus."

Johnson also announced Thursday that 94 AVID/TOPS students will graduate from the program
this year. All 94 have been accepted to colleges, and of those students, 74 percent are first-
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